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Feasibility of Banning Car Alarm Use 
 
City Council’s Int. 115 would require motorists to turn off their audible car alarms while in the 
five boroughs of New York City. Some have expressed concern that car alarms could be difficult 
or costly to turn off, or that drivers would have to permanently modify their vehicles in order to 
comply with this law. After extensive research, we conclude that these concerns are unfounded: 
 

• Every car alarm installed at the dealership or on the “after-market” can be quickly 
switched off by the driver. 
• Approximately 97% of factory-installed alarms can be quickly switched off by the driver. 
Only about 3% of factory-installed alarms are difficult (though not impossible) to turn off. 
• For drivers who need extra assistance, over fifty New York City installers have pledged 
to disable after-market car alarms, free of charge, if Int. 115 takes effect. 

 
Turning off after-market alarms 
 
There is no doubt that drivers with “after-market” or dealer-installed alarms could easily comply 
with Int. 115: without exception, these alarms can be installed to either activate automatically 
(called “passive arming”) or upon pushing a button on the remote (“active arming”). Alarm 
installers can switch a device from one installation mode to the other in a few minutes, and most 
offer this service for free. Car owners with these alarms could easily put their alarm into “active 
arming” and leave it off while in New York City. Alternately, owners could use the “valet switch,” 
another standard feature which disables even a passively armed alarm. In either case, drivers 
would still be able to use their alarms when driving outside of the city. 
 
Turning off factory-installed alarms 
 
Although most car alarms are installed by dealers or third-party mechanics, some are installed at 
the factory. To find out how to turn off these alarms, we visited fourteen New York City car 
dealerships, representing nearly every major auto manufacturer, and asked: 
 

1. Do some of your cars come with a factory-installed alarm? 
2. If so, does the alarm use a separate siren, or just the horn? 
3. Can a driver switch off his or her own alarm? 
4. If not, can the dealer disable the alarm? 

 
The results are on the following pages. 
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Note that the vast majority of factory-installed alarm can be easily switched off by the driver, in 
the same fashion as after-market alarms. We found only two exceptions: Mitsubishi and Volvo 
vehicles, which account for only 2.7% of vehicles sold. Assuming the remaining 12% of vehicles 
follow the same proportions, we conclude that 97% of all factory-installed car alarms can be easily 
turned off by the driver. 

 
Assistance from installation shops 
 
Working with the Center for Automotive Security Innovation (CASI), we have identified over 
fifty New York City car alarm installers who have agreed to disable after-market audible car 
alarms at no cost, should Int. 115 become law. These installers can help motorists comply with the 
law by putting alarms into “active arming” mode, replacing a siren with a silent pager, or installing 
an electrical immobilizer. We have provided a list of these installers to Council member Eva 
Moskowitz — more information on this program is available from Drew Robertson at CASI (212-
981-2529 x13). 


