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Feasibility of Banning Car Alarm Use

City Council’s Int. 115 would require motorists to turn off their audible car alarms while in the
five boroughs of New York City. Some have expressed concern that car alarms could be difficult
or costly to turn off, or that drivers would have to permanently modify their vehicles in order to
comply with this law. After extensive research, we conclude that these concerns are unfounded:

* Every car alarm installed at the dealership or on the “after-market” can be quickly
switched off by the driver.

* Approximately 97% of factory-installed alarms can be quickly switched off by the driver.
Only about 3% of factory-installed alarms are difficult (though not impossible) to turn off.
* For drivers who need extra assistance, over fifty New York City installers have pledged
to disable after-market car alarms, free of charge, if Int. 115 takes effect.

Turning off after-market alarms

There is no doubt that drivers with “after-market” or dealer-installed alarms could easily comply
with Int. 115: without exception, these alarms can be installed to either activate automatically
(called “passive arming’) or upon pushing a button on the remote (“active arming”). Alarm
installers can switch a device from one installation mode to the other in a few minutes, and most
offer this service for free. Car owners with these alarms could easily put their alarm into “active
arming” and leave it off while in New York City. Alternately, owners could use the “valet switch,”
another standard feature which disables even a passively armed alarm. In either case, drivers
would still be able to use their alarms when driving outside of the city.

Turning off factory-installed alarms

Although most car alarms are installed by dealers or third-party mechanics, some are installed at
the factory. To find out how to turn off these alarms, we visited fourteen New York City car
dealerships, representing nearly every major auto manufacturer, and asked:

1. Do some of your cars come with a factory-installed alarm?
2. If so, does the alarm use a separate siren, or just the horn?
3. Can a driver switch off his or her own alarm?

4. If not, can the dealer disable the alarm?

The results are on the following pages.



SEVI-90L-81L “TOTTT AN
“OTTIS b VOI-6€ “DIND Fomg denuod

uruue

ue3oy ‘103eurA 001A10S ‘stuedwey] o[asuy — OAT}OE 9SN SULIE[E [[B (SO X wIoH SO %68 DD “oIng ‘oenuod
1601-68%
-C1T°61001 AN “H1OX MIN IS (,LS "M TT9 Suruwre
‘uessIN Yoo 1oy quaunteds sores yoe[ — QAT}OR 9SN SULIE[R [[B S X wIoH SOX %6°€ UBSSIN
€ELI-EEY-TIT 61001 AN
SI0X MON “OAY 1T TIL-90L ‘TYSIGNSHIA
unyue)od ‘IOSIAPY 99IAIOS ‘UBWIAUL] 1190y ON ON wIoy SO %0°C TYSIQNSIA
0069-T9¢-81L
‘TOTTT AN “DT71 ‘PAId WIOYMON €€ Surure
‘epze [9ddooy quountedo 901AI0S VAT — JAIOE 9SN SULIB[R [[B :SQX wIoy SO %S°1 BpZRIN
“YOJIMS JJ[BA B OS[®
0T X 00S1-6S¥-C1T “9€001 s, 210y ‘Suruire oAIssed Juem
AN 10X MON OAY 1T 99 ‘UNEYURIA] JO NoA JT “SuItiIe 9ATIOR 0JUl
TepunAH JoSeueA 991AIS ‘UOJUIOY ], pIempPH — nd 2q ued swee e 1S9 & pog SO %TT repuniyq
00L9-LS6-TIT ‘61001 AN SHOX
MIN PAY (1T 00L ‘UBNBYUEBIA S,UIEJA Surure
1V epuoH “9uounredo 901A19G ‘1030J — OAI}OE 9SN SULIE[E [[B (SO X wIoH SO %¥°9 BPUOH
LIET-6¥S-T1T 61001
AN 10X MON AV 1T L8 ‘dnoin oy Ied A19Ad
UepRYURIA JURINSUO)) IITAIIS ‘Jounig [ney — uo 21paooId Jo[BA SO wIoH SOA % 70T KINOIS ‘ujooury ‘pioq
K103)08] WO
IR MOJ ©
€€99-69L-T1T ‘61001 AN nq ‘payeisut
SOX MON OAY  TT 1L “d3po( Io[SAIYD Ioreap 913eg-daar “93poq
doar uepequepy uounteda(g sores ‘Auuoy] — | mo[oq uoneur[dxa 993 1S9 X wIoy ADSON %1€l WPNOWAJ-IS[SAIYD
00tC-596
716 ‘P0LOT AN ‘SIUOA “9AY SIBd [BNUS) Surure
196 “1R[0IAJYD oo ‘yuaunieda( sofes ‘0of — JAIIOE SN SULIB[R [[B :SQ X wIoy SO %9°G1 19[01AYD
€VL6-V1€-TIT ‘61001 AN
I0X MON “IS ,LS ISOM §SS “UBNEYURIN
JO MIA “IOSIAPY 901AIDS “IOURIA [IYd — — — QUON Y%b'1 MING
00T6-6S¥-C1T “9€001
AN SHOA MIN AV (11 799 ‘Ueneyuely Suruure oq
Jo emoy “quounaedo(q 901a19§ ‘ydiey — OAT}OE SN SULIE[E [[B 1S9 X 10 JOUII0 9q Ue)) SO %0°1 BINOY
Jsuriee 007
JuLrepe drqesip Juniefe pajeIsur ‘daeys
32IN0S | J3[BIP UBD jou JJ | JULIB[E JJO WIN) JIALIP UR) WI0Y J0 UdIIS L1030 | IR\ MBI




‘A193o1dwos wree o Jjo winy pue 19indwos s reo oY) werdordar
Appomb 03 surgoew & 9ARY SIo[RIP JO[SAIY)) ‘A[[euonippy "100p Y} uo uoynq  Jo3unyd,, oy Sursn A[jenuew paxo0] I8 SIOOP USYM UO 0F JOU S0P WLIe[e Y[, ‘uonng
yoo[ 1omod oty 10 ‘A3 18D Y} 9J0WAI S JBD A} SUISN SIOOP Y} SYOO[ JOALIP AU} UM A[[BIIIeWOoINE U0 S903 YoIym ‘ULIe[e SuruLe dAIssed B Yjim W09 SO[OIYIA I[SAIY))

"$0/61/€ PUE $0/Z1/€ UO PAISIA d19Mm SId[ed( ‘Auedwo)) yjod T Y oY) Wwoxf 008 $ I0J S[qe[ieA ST AJID) JI0 X MIN UI PAI)SISAI SOOIYOA JO SIEaK [opowu pue
‘[opow ‘oxew Y} INOQe UONBULIOJUI PI[ILIP QIO 'S}221s A1) 10 X MIN U0 MOU SI[OIYAA Jo sadA) oy s)097ja1 A[ojewnrxoldde oreys 1o Ietl JUSLIND JBL) SWNSSE A "SYONI)
1yS1] pue S1ed Y30q JO safes apnjoul ee( ., AI10ISIY SI[eS I[OIY2A-YSI] [810} pue 180 "S'N,, ‘Ot "dd ‘007 ABIN OOg BI1e JOSIEIN ‘SMIN SANOWOINY WOIJ Blep oIeys JOdIe]N

%'l PRO

uuepe
L1E€X T#81-68%-TIT ‘61001 AN oy} 0) SI0SUSS

YHOX MIN “OAY 1 LL9 “OAJOA SUIEN oy} WOy 1M
‘103BUBA] QOTAIOS JURISISSY “O3IB[D UBDS | Oy} INO PINod ON WIOH] SOX %L 0 OAJOA

0LY8-1¥S-TIT ‘61001 AN SHOA
MAN IS (,9S "M P19 ‘UBNBYUEBIA JO B10AO],
‘198eURIA] 901AIOG JUB)SISSY ‘dnyfe[ Auoyjuy — — — SQUON. %06 BJOA0],

00ST-98L-81L “TOTIT
AN DT 1S AeMuIdg 64-G¢ ‘K1) puels| Suruwre
8uoT Jo urmeg quounredo(q 901AI9S ‘BUSH — QAIOB OSSN SULIB[R [[B SO uIoy SO %L T wnjes




Note that the vast majority of factory-installed alarm can be easily switched off by the driver, in
the same fashion as after-market alarms. We found only two exceptions: Mitsubishi and Volvo
vehicles, which account for only 2.7% of vehicles sold. Assuming the remaining 12% of vehicles
follow the same proportions, we conclude that 97% of all factory-installed car alarms can be easily
turned off by the driver.

Assistance from installation shops

Working with the Center for Automotive Security Innovation (CASI), we have identified over
fifty New York City car alarm installers who have agreed to disable after-market audible car
alarms at no cost, should Int. 115 become law. These installers can help motorists comply with the
law by putting alarms into “active arming” mode, replacing a siren with a silent pager, or installing
an electrical immobilizer. We have provided a list of these installers to Council member Eva
Moskowitz — more information on this program is available from Drew Robertson at CASI (212-
981-2529 x13).



